Stages of Kitten Development
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Week 1 (1-7 days)
· Kittens are born blind and deaf. Their eyes are closed and their ears folded down. They are pinkish and smaller than your hand.
· The umbilical cord remains attached for the first three days. 
· Weight:  At birth they usually weigh between 2 and 4 ounces.
· They will need to be bottle fed and helped with elimination.
· Newborn kittens are unable to regulate their body temperature. Keep their environment at a constant of 80-90 degrees.
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Week 2 (8-14 days)
· Eyes begin to open though vision is poor at this stage. Do not force eyes open as it could result in damage. Eyes are still blue. Watch for any signs of infection such as crustiness or secretion. 
· Weight: Kittens should gain approximately ½ an ounce a day, and by day 14, the kitten should have doubled its birth weight. 
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Week 3 (15-21 days)
· At 15 days old kittens can be bottle fed every 4-6 hours and will still need help with elimination.

· They will begin to shakily move about and may try to walk and explore. 
· Ears will be erect. Eyes are wide open.

· Baby teeth begin to come in and they can now purr!
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Week 4 (22-28 days)
· Kittens are becoming more active and mobile. 
· Their eyesight is improving, though not fully developed. 
· Their sense of hearing is now well developed. 
· You may start to provide a small plate of water or warmed KMR.
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Week 5 (29-35 days)
· At 28 days old kittens should weigh 1lb. and you may start introducing kitten canned and dry food.  Mixing the new food with kitten formula will make the transition easier.

· Kittens this age can start to learn to use a litter box.

· Kittens are more coordinated and physically active.
Weeks 6 to 8 (36-60 days)
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Kittens should be eating four small meals a day and by eight weeks should be eating mostly solid food. 

· They should have almost all of their baby teeth by now.

· Healthy kittens this age should be extremely active.  

· Kittens receive their first vaccinations at 6-8 weeks of age.
· At two months they should weigh 2lbs and can be spayed or neutered.
IMPORTANT!
This is a guide only, as all kittens develop at their own pace, but it does provide you with a rough idea as to what should be happening when.  It is important to keep records of weight; kittens should gain weight steadily. If they are not, then contact your IBOK Mentor or a Veterinarian immediately. Also be on the look out for signs of illness in your kitten. These could include; loss of appetite, sleeping alone (at a very young age), rejection from the mother, vomiting, diarrhea, weakness, discharge from the mouth, eyes, rectal area, etc. If you are at all worried, please contact your IBOK Mentor or seek veterinary advice.   










